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DAYS TO REMEMBER: 

November 17: MSIS-Child Count Due to Adriane Willis 

November 17: GSD Safety Meeting—2pm 

November 21-25: Thanksgiving Break 

Please visit the Special Services website: 

http://gulfportsd.schoolwires.net/domain/103 

Qualifying Criteria for Extended School Year 
 

There are three (3) qualifying criteria used to determine a child’s need for ESY services. The IEP Committee 
must review the child’s IEP and any available data regarding the child’s performance. All IEP Committee mem-
bers, including the child’s parent, must have the opportunity to provide input in the determination of the 
need for ESY services. 
 
The IEP Committee must consider all three qualifying criteria in determining the need for ESY services:  
 
1. Pattern of Regression-Recoupment: Refers to a child’s loss of skills addressed on the child’s IEP after at 

least two (2) breaks in instruction without regaining the documented level of skills within a period of time 
equal to the amount of time of the break or a maximum of four (4) weeks. 

2. Critical Point of Instruction: CPI-1: Refers to a need to maintain a child’s skills to prevent a loss of general 
education class time or an increase in special education service time. CPI-2: Refers to a point in the acqui-
sition or maintenance of a critical skill during which a lengthy break in instruction would lead to a signifi-
cant loss of progress. 

3. Extenuating Circumstances: Refers to special situations that jeopardize the child’s receipt of a FAPE unless 
ESY services are provided. 

 
Submitted by: Jennifer Moak, Director 

http://gulfportsd.schoolwires.net/domain/103
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Behavior Information 
 

The Rethink program offers support in the area of behavior as well as in 
academics. Rethink Behavior Support helps teachers decrease problem 
behavior and increase student learning in the classroom by giving them 
the tools needed to create effective, function-based behavior intervention 
plans as well as progress monitor target behaviors.  

 
Rethink Behavior Support offers teachers a wealth of resources, including “how-to” videos, articles, examples 
and case studies pertaining to positive behavior support. Included are an easy-to-use plan builder for step-by-
step creation and management of intervention plans and a place to share, review, and modify plans to 
facilitate collaboration and data-based decision making. 
 
We are currently in the process of exploring the most effective manner to utilize Rethink Behavior Support to 
simplify data collection on problem behaviors that are currently addressed on a student’s IEP and/or Behavior 
Intervention Plan. In the meantime, self-contained teachers who currently have access to Rethink who would 
like to implement the behavior component, please feel free to contact me with any questions you may have.  
 
Submitted by: Andre’ Hoots-Slade, Behavior Specialist 

What is an Intellectual Disability? (ID) 

According to the Mississippi Department of Education Regulations, an Intellectual Disability (ID) is defined as a 

significantly sub average general intellectual functioning, existing concurrently with deficits in adaptive 

behavior and manifested during the developmental period that adversely affects a child’s educational 

performance. A child may exhibit learning problems which vary in degree from mild to severe. An intellectual 

disability can affect a person in the following ways: 

 It may take longer to learn things. 

 The person may have difficulty reading and writing. 

 It can affect how the person’s communicates. 

 It will affect the person’s understanding. 

 The person may find it difficult to maintain eye contact. 

 The person may have difficulty understanding abstract concepts. 

 It may affect the person’s ability to plan and to problem solve. 

 
Submitted by:  The Assessment Team 
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Preschool News 
Reading Strategies for Preschoolers 

 

The following article is a reprint of the article 5 Effective Reading 
Strategies For Preschoolers taken from the website dailymom.com/
nurture. 
 
Use these five strategies to help your preschool children develop pre-
reading skills. 
 
1. READ ALOUDS. 
Read alouds are important at any age. Now that your little one is a 
preschooler they have the ability to sit longer and engage more with 
you when you read. By asking your child questions when you are 
reading, they will begin to develop the understandings of basic story 
concepts (characters, setting, plot, conflict, and resolution). Stick to the 
basics: Who’s in the story? Oh a cat? Yes, the cat is the main character. 
That means the most important animal in the book! What’s he doing 
right now? What do you think will happen next? These simple 
questions will get your child ready to transition from “learn to read” to 
“reading to learn” sooner. 
 
Tip: Remember to choose a variety of books, and always let your child choose their favorites at story time! 
Taking a trip to the library is a great way to find new books and also makes your child feel invested in the story, 
since he or she chose it themselves. 
 
2. FOCUS ON WHAT THEY KNOW (ENVIRONMENTAL PRINT). 
What is environmental print? It’s the words kids see all around them everyday and is your child’s first 
opportunities to “read”. You can use these repetitive visuals to encourage kids to interact with print in their 
own environment. The next time you are driving, ask them what the word on the red sign says. It’s likely your 
non-reader will say “STOP!”. This is because they see this word all of the time and they associate the red color 
with it. Now, if that word in a book you are reading together, ask them what it says. If they don’t know, which 
they probably will not, then remind them of where they see it when they are in the car. Now, you have just 
helped them transition an “environmental print” word into a sight word! 
 
Tip: You can do the same thing with words on food boxes, stores or their favorite TV shows. You may not want to 
take your child to eat at McDonalds, but chances are, they know what the sign says! Scoop up that teachable 
moment when it happens. 
 
 



         Special Services 
Volume 4, Issue 3 

 

G U L F P O R T  S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T  

Reading Strategies for Preschoolers—Continued 
 

 

3. RHYME TIME. 
Making rhymes is the simplest trick for learning new words. Rhyming and other kinds of word play can help 
your child to hear differences between sounds and to understand that words are made up of individual 
sounds. Being able to rhyme will actually help your child learn to read and write later. Reading rhyming books, 
such as Dr. Seuss, with your preschooler is a simple way to expose your kids to rhymes. 
 
Tip: When you are out and about, a fun game can be to see how many rhyming words you can make. Start with 
“cat” and ask your preschooler to think of a word that rhymes with it, then you (or family members) can think 
of another one. See how many words in the word family you can think of! If you think of them all, try a 
different word family. 
 
4. SOUNDS, SOUNDS, SOUNDS. 
Sounds are the building blocks of words and the most fundamental parts of learning to read. After your 3-5 
year old knows their ABC’s, begin asking them what the sound the letters make. English is a very difficult 
language, with all the spelling patterns, blends and rules; but begin with the basics. Start with the consonants 
names and their sounds, then if you think your child is ready, try the vowels, explaining that they make more 
than one sound! Don’t expect them to memorize all the sounds, but just knowing that a letter makes a sound 
is so important to learning to read. 
 
Tip: All kids love playing games online, Starfall and Cookie are two websites that have oodles of phonics games 
that geared towards younger kiddies. PBS Kids and Sesame Street are also good choices; never underestimate 
the power of a homemade game. Make your own sound memory game by drawing a picture on one card and 
the beginning sound on another. Have your preschooler make the matches. They will love playing and you will 
love how much they are learning! 
 
5. DRAMATIC PLAY. 
Do you have a dramatic child? Use this to your advantage by having your child engage in some dramatic 
storytelling! Pull out the dress up clothes and have your child act out a story for you. It can be one they already 
know or one they just make up. Ask them who the characters are, where it takes place, and why they make the 
characters do what they did. This takes your child’s game a step closer to academics. 
 
Tip: Help boost your preschooler’s ever-growing vocabulary further by introducing new words for them to use. 
Instead of the dog being “nice” ask if he’s enjoyable? pleasant? delightful? Introducing these new words will 
also help them to become better writers as they grow. Make these dramatic play sessions as simple or 
involved as you care to (or have the patience for), they will get the same benefit either way! 
 
Submitted by: Amy Lynch, Preschool SLP 

http://www.amazon.com/Seusss-Beginner-Collection-Green-Socks/dp/0375851569/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1398841440&sr=1-1&keywords=dr+suess&tag=bomllcdm-20
http://www.starfall.com/
http://www.cookie.com/kids/games/viewallgames.html
http://pbskids.org/

